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determined in several strata of the sociological and ideological
structure. In each of these spheres the event may present a dif-
ferent appearance, and one man may be "progressive" or "modern"
in one respect, reactionary or medieval in another. In estimating
his historical significance, the sterile search for an appropriate classi-
fication is generally of little help. The typical case, rather, is that
some of the most reactionary traits are preserved in representatives
of the modern ideas and, vice versa, some of the most audaciously
modern attitudes emerge first in typical representatives of the ob-
solescent age. Historical interest then is focussed on the question,
how this ^interpenetration of traits affected the development of the
whole. In the case of Paracelsus, I have tried to show how an old
concept acted as midwife of the new.